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Brief History

September 2004 -Some local environmental activists in the New
Paltz area of New York were interested in learning more about
biodiesel

Meetings were held where space could be found and moved around

Meeting space was offered at the Sustainable Living Resource
Center (SLRC) in Cottekill

The meetings were attended by a core group of regulars and many
interested people filtered through.

By Winter, 2004, it was decided to build a small processor. SLRC
offered space on their property to build one and their woodshed was
chosen.

Plans evolved to begin to build the first processor in March, 2005,
when the weather would warm.

As March approached parts were purchased and a date was set to
build the processor

By April, the processor was built



First Processor



2005 Processor — Solar Power



Co-op Organization

Recognizing the questionable legal issues of
brewing and using biodiesel, it was decided that
the co-op would not formally incorporate as this
would create a legal entity.

The only formal position was treasurer, but funds
were kept in a private account.

The Hudson Valley Biodiesel Co-op’s mission
statement is to “escalate the advancement of
biodiesel technology in the Hudson Valley region
by providing a focal-point and interactive forum
for education and communication.”



Membership

Lifetime membership dues are $50

Membership entitles one to use brewed
biodiesel at a cost of $2/gallon, but one must
work at the co-op

Jobs and levels of involvement vary (buying
supplies, collecting oil, brewing, washing, etc.)
There Is no formal measure of how much work a
member performs; the structure iIs very loose.

When a member takes biodiesel, they indicate it
on a white board. The treasurer collects the
moneys when appropriate




First Year - 2005

"he processor was built in April

There were about 10 core members and
20 more who came and went.

Brewed approximately 1,000 gallons

Attended many fairs and events to spread
the word

Held some public workshops




As Winter approached - 2005

e Since we were processing outdoors, it
began to get too cold in October.

 Decided to move the processor to one
member’s chicken coop.

 Members would continue processing over
the winter



Winter Processing

 Turned out the host of the processor was
not accommodating and the attitude and

politics stopped people from being
Involved

* The co-op ceased to function



Spring 2006

 There was a push to keep the co-op
running so over the winter workshops
were held and meetings continued

« New members joined and some core
members remained.

* A new processor was built on April 15t
2006



Winter 2006 approaches

 Having learned from the previous year,
members decided not to move the
processor indoors but to build a shed to
house It so that brewing could continue at

the same location.

« Members kicked in money, some materials
were donated, and a shed was built.

 An 85 gallon water heater was found to
INncrease capacity



Shed building



New Processor

85 gallon processor
2 of four wash tanks — 2 per batch

Shed contains 275 gallon tote for wash
water and 330 gallon tote for WVO



Spring Soap Making Workshop



WVO Collection

 The co-op entered into formal relationships with
local educational institutions to collect their WVO
— Culinary Institute of America
— Vassar College
— SUNY New Paltz

* Also have friendly agreements with local

restaurants that provide consistently high quality
WVO

 Annual arrangement with the Dutchess County
Fair — collected over 500 gallons over a week



Collection method

We built barrel stands to
use with open top olive
barrels



Summing It up

 The Hudson Valley Biodiesel Co-op Is an
evolving community based Initiative to not only
brew biodiesel for use by members but as an
advocacy and educational forum to discuss
renewable and sustainable energy practices.
— We have brewed over 4,000 gallons

— We have had a core membership of 10-12 members

with new members passing though; an email following
of 60 folks

— At least 5 processors are now operation in the region
from prior members



Organizational Issues

e Accountability — Karma points
— How do you recognize ‘work’?

— |Is all work (hours) equally weighed?
 WVO collection
* Brewing
* Buying supplies
» Washing

e Legal
— |Is the co-op liable for anything?
— Are the road and sales tax implications?

— Who has authority to speak for the co-op?



Rights to Fuel

Co-op brews 400 gallons in a month (7 batches)

60 hours were recorded

— Jeff (18) - Brew (10), wash (6), collect (2)

— Mayashi (12) - Brew (6), wash (2), collect (2), website (2)

— Stephie (4)- Brew (1), Collect (2), Secretary (1)

— Harry (8) Brew (2), Wash (6)

— Rick (4) Wash

— Steve (4) Wash

— Scotty (10) Buy supplies (6), Wash (4)

Is each member allowed 400 gal/40 hours = 10 gallon/
hour per hour worked?

Are those who brew allowed a larger share?



Donation per gallon

e Our costs are approximately

— Methanol $151.25/ barrel (transportation and labor
donated) = $2.75/gallon

— KOH $50 bag (50 Ib) = $/Ib
— Electric $10 month (5 batches) = $2/batch

e 60 Gallon batch = $33 Methanol + $6.50 KOH +
$2 Electric = $41.50 => $0.72 per gallon

o Co-o0p currently receives $2/gallon
What Is a fair price?



Contact Information

Hudson Valley Biodiesel Co-op
150 Cottekill Road
Cottekill, NY 12419

Meetings third Tuesday of the month
at the High Falls Café, High Falls, NY

http://www.hvb100.0rg

http://groups.yahoo.com/qgroup/HVBIODIESELCOOP

Jerry Robock — Community Biofuels
jrobock@communitybiofuels.com



Member Login
LOGIN ID
PASSWORD

Hudson Valley Biodiesel Coop

Located at the Sustainable Living Resource Center, 150 Cottekill Road, Cottekill, NY 12419

About Biodiesel

Biodiesel is a domestically produced, renewable fuel that can be manufactured from vegetable oils, animal fats, or recycled restaurant greases. Biodiesel is safe,
biodegradable, and reduces serious air pollutants such as particulates, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, and air toxins. Straight, or blended with petroleum diesel,
biodiesel can be used in unmodified diesel engines and in oil burning home heating systems.

About the Hudson Valley Biodiesel Coop

The Hudson Valley Biodiesel Coop was formed in 2004 by members of local communities committed to responsible stewardship of our Earth’s resources by making
environmentally responsible fuel within a cooperative work structure.

Its mission statement: to “escalate the advancement of biodiesel technology in the Hudson Valley region by providing a focal-point and interactive forum for education and
communication.”

Coop members operate a small biodiesel processor, converting waste vegetable oil into biodiesel. In exchange for a comparative savings of 30% in fuel costs, more than
20 active members of our Coop participate in all aspects of fuel production — from sourcing and collecting waste vegetable oil to “brewing” and using the biodiesel we
make.

About Our Processor & Our Biodiesel

Our processor is a retrofitted 85 gallon electric water heater that can produce up to 60 gallons of biodiesel in each batch. We have agreements with area universities and
restaurants to collect their waste fryer oil.

We use waste fryer oil, methanol and potassium hydroxide (KOH) to make biodiesel. Last winter we built a shed to house the processor and we have been using solar for
power, thereby being off the grid. Our biodiesel is used to power our cars and heat our homes. Because demand is high, we are producing fuel continuously.

About Membership

As a member of the Hudson Valley Biodiesel Coop you are encouraged to attend our monthly meetings (3rd Tuesday of every month) where you can participate in lively
discussions and planning for on-going business and future projects. All members share responsibility for the Coop’s facility maintenance and operation of the biodiesel
processor, including preparing the processor, washing the end product, collection of waste vegetable oil and supplies needed to keep our Coop and our fuel production
process running smoothly.

As part of the on-going education of all members, the Coop holds workshops and maintenance “parties” at the Coop’s processor in order that members have an
opportunity to learn about fuel production and participate in Coop maintenance projects in a fun and cooperative atmosphere. Members are also active in promoting the
responsible use of sustainable and renewable energy and participate in educational forums and at local festivals.

All members contribute $50 as a one-time membership fee when they join. Only active members may use the biodiesel we produce and active membership is open to all.

To aet involved please ioin us at the next HYBC meetina on Julv 15, 2008.



